BIRD OF PARADISE

The Bird of Paradise is a striking foliage plant, that grows on a shrubby evergreen perennial. 

The leaves grow from between 30cm – 75cm long, and stems can grow up to 1.8 metres tall.

These exotic flowers have orange calyces, deep purple-blue corolla, over 10cm. They flower in winter and spring.

The Bird of Paradise owes its name to its flowers, which look just like tropical birds perched among  its leaves. Though hard to grow, the exotic flowers in bloom make the effort worthwhile. Originating from South Africa, the Bird of Paradise is hardy enough to withstand a variety of weather and soil conditions, although in colder places the flowers may be damaged by heavy frosts. They flower mostly in winter and spring but if grown inside will often flower spasmodically throughout the year. Its flowers are orange or yellow in colour with dark blue tongues emerging from green boat-shaped bracts. 

They have no scent.

The Bird of Paradise is slow-growing and can take up to ten years to grow into a clump about 1.2m high. It will also take several 

years before it begins to flower. These plants don't take well to being uprooted, but are usually quite happy in a large pot, making them portable. The flowers can by cut and make exquisite and unusual floral arrangements. They will last three or more weeks in a vase and are best picked when only partially open. Make a diagonal cut at the base of the stem to allow them to take up lots of water.

Lots more pictures and information here –

http://tinyurl.com/2u3t39c
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